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Abstract: 
In the present study, we propose to analyze and debate the teaching of 
the Holy Scriptures and the Holy Fathers about the Blessed Virgin 
Mary as the fruit of the spiritual life and the theological thinking of the 
Church. The Mother of God in the theology of the Holy Fathers, 
presents through her life and vocation the whole truth about the Most 
Holy Trinity and about the economy of incarnation the Son of the Most 
High from the Holy Spirit. The Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, has a well-defined place in the world’s plan of 
salvation and in Orthodox Mariology. She was chosen from among all 
the nations so that at the “fullness of time” the Father’s Son would be 
born from her. This time marks par excellence the entrance of the 
Eternal One into our time, our history being redeemed and sanctified 
for eternity. Therefore, time, being filled with the mystery of Christ the 
Redeemer, definitively becomes the “time of salvation” of the world for 
all nations and for all generations. The expression “the fullness of 
time” shows the achievement of stewardship ordained and decided by 
the Most Holy Trinity, which primarily has in mind the person of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, who was chosen from eternity to be the Mother 
of the Father’s Son. The “fullness of time” also indicates the 
mysterious beginning of the journey of the Church, the mysterious Body 
of the Lord, in time and space. The time is therefore blessed by God, in 
the Church, emphasizing first of all the role of the Most Holy Theotokos 
in the act of our salvation. The Blessed Mother is the one through whom 
the Son of God entered history, to lead people through time to the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 
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Abstract:  
Manuscript Bibles in all languages except Hebrew were in book, or 
“codex,” form. For purposes of study the Jews would also write out the 
Hebrew Bible in codex form, but for liturgical use in Synagogue they 
always wrote out the text on scrolls (a practice which still exists today). 
The scroll is in fact a much older invention than the codex. The codex 
only came to be widely used for literary texts in the early centuries of 
the Christian era, and it seems that Christians helped to popularize the 
new format by first employing it for writing out biblical texts in Greek. 
As we shall see, manuscripts of the standard Syriac Bible are 
remarkably uniform in character; in this respect they are comparable 
to Hebrew biblical manuscripts, and unlike Greek ones. 
 
FEATURES OF PASTORAL MINISTRY IN THE ROMANIAN 

ORTHODOX COMMUNITIES OF WESTERN EUROPE 
 

Rev. Professor SORIN ȘELARU, PhD3 
 

Keywords:  
Diaspora, Orthodox Communities, Mission, Ministry, Romanian 
Orthodox Church, European Union. 
 
Abstract:  
In recent years, the Romanian Orthodox Church has significantly 
intensified its mission, support, and pastoral effort towards the Romanian 
Orthodox faithful who have chosen to live and work outside Romania, 
organising dioceses and numerous parishes, missions, and monasteries 
that meet the needs of its faithful outside Romania. Starting from the 
specificity of the current context in which the Church carries out its 
pastoral ministry for the Romanian Orthodox faithful who have chosen to 
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work and live outside Romania, I will try to present some of the challenges 
facing the pastoral ministry of our Church in the communities of Western 
Europe, and then point out some of its coordinates. As a method, I will 
first show what is common in the pastoral ministry of the Romanian 
Orthodox Church, in order to then underline its specific accents. 
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Abstract:  
In this study, the concept of assumption refers strictly to the manner of 
fulfilling the Law in the New Testament that is the way the text of Torah 
occurs in the Gospel according to Matthew. Thus, we intend to emphasize 
the unity of the revelation and the way it is fulfilled/perfected in Jesus 
Christ Who comes to orient eschatologically mankind through the Self-
validation of the Old Testament. Validated on a genealogical level by the 
representatives of the chosen people, such as David and Abraham, the 
Lord assumes the quality of a prophet like Moses to offer the Law a 
plenary perspective through assumption and perfection. To outline these 
aspects, we will first present the perspectives that refer to the observation 
of Torah in the presentation of Matthew, we will indicate the way it is 
necessary to conceive the Toledots in the Gospel according to Matthew 
and we will underline the manner in which the Apostle places in the 
theology of his writing the manner in which the prophecies are fulfilled. 
Thus, we will offer an answer to the question and, therewith, to the 
challenge from the title. 
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Abstract:  
Starting from the term μαθητεύω, I have pointed out in this article the 
need of the Church to redefine the Christian identity and the role of Jesus 
Gospel in our modern society. This task belongs to the mission of the 
church and means, in other words, the reaffirmation of Jesus centrality in 
the life of the present Christianity. To argue this topic, I shall especially 
analyse the mean of the verb μαθητεύω and its significance for the mission 
of the Church. The meaning of the verb μαθητεύω from the post-paschal 
Jesus Great Commission (Matt. 28:19) has a doubly missiological 
dimension: a. to preach the Gospel of Jesus; b. to make disciples to Jesus. 
Emphasising this aspect, I have accentuated the need of putting the 
Gospel of Jesus in the Centre of the Christian life. 
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Abstract:  
The Gospel according to Matthew is rightly called the “church Gospel”, 
being the Gospel most used in the Church’s catechesis. It has its own 
literary and theological identity, with its own prologue and an ample 
epilogue. Placing the Gospel according to Matthew in the first place 
reflects the importance it had and has in the life of the Church. A position 
superior to the two synoptics Mark and Luke, and in no way inferior to 
that of Saint John. This primacy acknowledged to the Gospel according 
to Matthew was primarily due to its apostolic character, being written, 
according to the oldest testimonies, by one of Jesus’ disciples (Matthew), 
but also for its didactic and catechetical character, the clarity of the 
exposition of the Saviour’s teachings, which Matthew systematized in the 
five discourses, and especially for life in Christ, for the spirituality of the 
Christian community present in the first Gospel. In addition to Mark and 
the loggia source of sentences, it contains exclusive traditions with Judeo-
Christian characteristics originating especially from the context of 
Palestinian Judaism. The extensive material available to Matthew is 
organized in the final draft according to literary, systematic – didactic 
and theological criteria. Behind the Gospel according to Matthew there 
is the local Church of Antioch of Syria. 
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Abstract:  
The present paper begins with an image revealed by a physical map of 
the current city of Byblos (Lebanon): an old harbour, used in Antiquity 
for importing papyrus into the Hellenistic world, from Ancient Egypt. In 
Byblos today, the old harbour of Byblos is a museum, a remnant of a 
remote past, while the modern present-day city develops around a newly 
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built motorway. Regarding the biblical canon, things are looking quite 
the same: referential mutations do have direct consequences and result 
in significant changes in the way the Scriptures are approached, biblical 
narratives are read and the canon of the Bible is reconfigured. Surveying 
some of the main changes that took place during the last decades, the 
author examines various new ways of referring to the secular literary 
canon and its consequences on the way the biblical canon is thought 
about today. The preference for apocrypha, the ignorance of biblical 
canon(s) throughout the Judeo-Christian-based world and the prevalence 
of reader-response criticism tend to lead to the exclusion of the Bible from 
a possible contemporary canon or to replace the Scriptures with other 
texts considered to be more appropriate today. Finally, the article briefly 
look at how the biblical canon was established and then received by early 
Christian communities. The author is asking for a reconsideration of the 
fact that, until the establishment of canonical lists, these lists rather have 
had the purpose of establishing a corpus from which one could select 
what was considered right and useful for the faithful to be exposed to. 
Their function was thus similar to the way canons of modern literature 
function today. If the truth is that the biblical canon is at stake in the 
postmodern world today, then what is the dare? The dare could be to raise 
a question like: “What was the Bible like before it was turned into a 
book?” The author is daring us to ponder on this. 
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Abstract:  
Old Testament books are used in St. Luke’s writings of the New Testament 
as sources of divine authority. The Isaiah’s prophecy text is quoted in the 
Third Gospel and Acts with the purpose of identifying Jesus Christ. From 
written word letters in Scripture, the study point also the visual expression 
through painting Church, on Jesus Christ the Savior. 
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Abstract: 
The biblical research proposes, as an imperative premise, the in-depth 
study of the Holy Scriptures. As the source of supernatural divine 
revelation, the Holy Scriptures contain a double collection of books: the 
books of the Old Testament and the books of the New Testament. The Old 
Testament is called “pedagogue to Christ” (Gal. 3:24), because it 
contains the preceding revelation and the fundamental truths, but not in 
all their depth, it being indispensable, but not perfect. The New Testament 
includes the supernatural revelation made by God the Son and recorded 
in writing by the Holy Apostles, either directly or through mediation. This 
double collection of books has been named by the Church as holy and 
canonical. As for calling them holy books, they are called so because they 
are not the product of human reason, their fixation in writing being done 
by the care of the Holy Spirit, that is, by inspiration. And in terms of their 
content, the designation of saints is appropriate, because they describe 
historical events that are part of the economy of the salvation of the 
human race, religious truths revealed by God and practical exhortations 
to ensure the fulfillment of one of the desires for which man was created: 
salvation. As for the appointment as canonical, that is, the recognition of 
the canonicity of the books of Holy Scripture, this aspect has concerned 
the Church since the beginning, and its achievement proved to be the 
result of a process carried out over several centuries. 
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Abstract: 
Genealogy is one of the oldest auxiliary sciences of history, which can 
help us to understand the history in its complexity. It shows us that 
biological descent has always played a decisive role in preserving family 
heritage, religious beliefs and cultural traditions, implicitly that they 
could have had an influence in relation to other families or the whole 
community. Biblical genealogies are far from just lists of names, drained 
of the pathos of history. Being precisely the supporting structure of holy 
history, genealogical lists invite the reader to read the entire text of Holy 
Scripture and to discover its theological message. The two genealogies of 
the Savior Jesus Christ, in the Gospels according to Matthew 1, 1-16 and 
Luke 3, 23-38, show the reality of the Incarnation and the fulfillment of 
the prophetic words. The mystery of “Jesus Christ, the son of David, the 
son of Abraham” (Matt. 1, 1) can only be accessed by having the key to 
the prophetic message of the Old Testament: the hope of messianic 
expectation and the faith of salvation through the Holy One. That is why 
ancient history, which has Abraham and David as landmarks, is a holy 
history, and leads us to a better way of life, for which the Incarnate Son 
of God, Christ the Lord, is the perfect model. 
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Abstract: 
In this article we examine the place of the Gospel of Matthew in the concerns 
of contemporary theologians. The synoptic problem has most affected the 
traditional approach to the Gospel of Matthew, which has been downgraded 
from the top of scholars’ preferences on the grounds that it is written later 
than Mark. Another view is that it belongs to an anonymous assembler of 
existing sources, of which the famous Q must have been the most important. 
The tradition of the Orthodox Church has used the criteria of antiquity and 
apostolicity to keep the books in the canon. The first writing in the New 
Testament canon, the Gospel of Matthew, was considered until the 19th 
century to be the first to be written in the canon. Attempts to resolve the 
Synoptic problem led to conclusions that contradicted Church Tradition. 
Thus, Matthew has been regarded as an expansion of Mark or a redaction 
based on existing sources. The voice of Orthodox theologians was not heard; 
most considered these theories as unquestionable truths and neglected their 
consequences for the spiritual progress of the Orthodox faithful. That is why 
I have shown I have analysed the general character of the ancient papyri, 
the canons of the first four Christian centuries, the contents of the codices of 
the 4th-5th century, the quotations from the most preserved Christian 
writings. All this shows that the Gospel of Matthew was the most important 
book of the New Testament, the earliest and first Christian writing to appear. 
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Abstract: 
This study aims at analysing the function that the Greek Tetraevangelion 
from the Museum of Oltenia in Craiova initially had, in order to understand 
its use and to establish its original destination. To this aim, we evaluated the 
function that a Tetraevangelion had as compared to a Gospel in the context 
of the liturgical life of the Byzantine world, with the aim to create the 
framework for better understanding how the manuscripts could be used. 
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Moreover, the research of the critical apparatus, hymns or notes with 
liturgical character from the initial period gives us the opportunity to have a 
relevant image of how the Byzantines related to the biblical text from an 
exegetical point of view and capitalized on it in their liturgical life. 
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Abstract: 
The present paper aims to conduct a theological survey on the using of the 
theonym “Kyrios” in the Gospel according to Matthew which functions as a 
complementary Christological title that registers a crescendo from the Son 
of David Who has mercy, to the Son of Man as Lord of the Sabbath, and 
finally to the Son of God who fulfills the Law and, at the same time, has the 
power to teach and save everyone who believes in Him. Likewise, the double 
specific formula “Kyrie, Kyrie” always serves to represent the ineffable 
name of the God of Israel, YHWH, being specific to the Greek texts, through 
a sort of connective identity. Such a designation of the Lord Jesus Christ 
implies an “ascension” and a “dwelling” of Him at the right hand of God 
the Father, thus a recognition of His divinity. In this sense, it becomes 
comparable to what St. Paul said in the Christological hymns of Eph. and 
1Cor., where the confession of faith “Shema Israel”, which speaks of the one 
true God, the Father, is extended to the Son, who is One Lord, Jesus Christ. 
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Abstract: 
In the canon of the New Testament, the coming into the world of the incarnate 
Son of God is anticipated by its announcement and description through a 
special intervention of Heaven illustrated in the mission of an angel sent by 
God. In the two synoptic Gospels, Matthew and Luke, the only ones that 
record this preliminary announcement, the event is described in the so-called 
“good news” of the angel, one addressed to Joseph (in the description of the 
Evangelist Matthew) and the other one addressed to the Virgin Mary (in the 
description of the Evangelist Luke). In the present study, the Matthew 
description of the angel’s announcement to Joseph is analyzed, exegetically 
and theologically, by emphasizing its role in shaping the supernatural 
understanding of the soteriological event, as well as by accentuating, in the 
end, the everlasting virginity of the Mother of God, a state that defines her 
status in the past, present and future redemption plan of her incarnate Son. 
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